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ance is made for Semitic and antique modes of expression. Above all, 
he makes it clear that some things in the life of Jesus which have been 
urged as proofs of egoism or fanaticism are rather to be set down to the 
grandeur of his personality. The commonplace man always regards the 
man of genius as eccentric or mad. Who is to fix the criterion of sanity ? 

To any fair-minded reader of the gospels nothing is more wonderful 
than the sobriety of Jesus — his freedom from those abnormal moods 
which have so often marked great religious leaders. His life, from what- 
ever point of view we examine it, was woven of one piece throughout. 
It is the merit of Mr. Bundy's book that he confirms this impression of 
the life by his examination of the incidents in detail. 

E. F. Scott 

Union Theological Seminary 



THE APOLOGETIC FACTOR IN NEW TESTAMENT 
THOUGHT 

The manuscript of Dr. Heffern's book 1 was completed only a few 
days before the death of the author in May, 1920. Its publication will 
deepen the regret that a scholar of such ability and ripe accomplishment 
has been removed. 

The title does not quite do justice to the aim of the book. It seeks 
not merely to determine the apologetic and polemical motives which 
are at work in the New Testament writings, but to discover how the 
thought and activity of the early church were modified by the need of 
stating the message defensively. The author is thus compelled to take a 
wide survey, and to write what is in effect a history of the Apostolic 
Age, considered from a particular point of view. Attention is specially 
directed to the manner in which the early church was obliged to conduct 
its work, in view of the existing needs and antagonisms. In this con- 
nection there is a highly illuminating chapter on catechetical instruction. 
This important subject has been investigated by Seeberg and others in 
Germany, but we do not remember any discussion in English in which 
the main facts have been so fully collected and examined. It might 
have been well if a similar chapter had been devoted to the early preach- 
ing, especially as affected by the Diatribe. 

Dr. Heffern sets out with a short account of Jesus' own teaching, 
and of the character which it assumed in face of the contemporary opposi- 
tion. He then passes to the mission which was carried out by the 

1 Apology and Polemic in the New Testament. (The Bohlen Lectures, 1913.) 
By Andrew D. Heffern. New York: Macmillan, 1922. jri+411 pages. $3.30. 
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Apostles, and shows how it was influenced by Jewish hostility and by the 
need of conciliating the state. The main part of the book is occupied 
with a study of the reaction on Christian teaching of the various modes 
of thought which may be described, in a broad sense, as gnostic. The 
discussion here is of great value, though it may be that the author is too 
much inclined to detect the gnostic trail over everything that was merely 
Hellenistic. In this way he finds Paul in conflict with Gnosticism at 
times when he was only at odds with pagan misunderstanding, and 
discovers a gnostic polemic in writings like the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
where it appears to be strikingly absent. In the main, however, there is 
good ground for the contention that the church had to reckon, almost 
from the outset, with tendencies that were afterward to take definite 
shape in Gnosticism. By impressing this fact upon us, even with some 
degree of overemphasis, Dr. Heffern has made a real contribution to the 
study of the Apostolic Age. 

The book is everywhere marked by uncommon learning, and by a 
quality of sound judgment which is much more rare. Dr. Heffern 
seems to have missed nothing in theological literature which had any 
important bearing on his subject. Indeed we could sometimes wish 
that he had been less conscientious in his review of the literature, and 
had developed some of his own conclusions more fully. But it may be 
counted part of the merit of the book that it indulges as little as possible 
in novel and ingenious theories, which are much less difficult to manu- 
facture than the innocent reader is wont to suppose. A book like this, 
in which the results of modern investigation are competently set forth 
and sifted, will do a great deal more to advance the cause of scholarship. 

A word of praise is due to the editor, Professor Montgomery, who 

undertook the care of the manuscript after the author's death. The 

book as printed is remarkably free from errors, for which there was ample 

room in a work that contained so many quotations and references. 

E. F. Scott 
Union Theological Seminary 



AN ANTI-FUNDAMENTALIST VIEW OF CHRISTIAN 

FUNDAMENTALS 
Professor Vedder's latest book 1 is a vigorous counterblast to the 
"Fundamentalists." He believes that it is time for plain speaking. 
Evangelists and preachers who say they "believe the Bible from 

1 The Fundamentals of Christianity: A Study of the Teaching of Jesus and Paul. 
By Henry C. Vedder, Professor of Church History in Crozer Theological Seminary. 
New York: Macmillan, 1922. xxiii+250 pages. $2.00. 



